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Why this project?

• Misleading or negative narratives around the river basin

• Lack of integration, dissemination of and access to knowledge and information about
the basin

• Generation of poorly researched media reports, at times biased, and end up seeking
mass sensation.



Approach

Knowledge 
Scoping research 

Online course

Scientific articles

Capacity 
Webinar

Workshop

Roaster

Narratives
Photo- story exhibition

Podcast 

Multi media story/video grant



Knowledge

• Scoping research : 
• the role of the media in water conflicts and cooperation in the Brahmaputra. How do they 

work? Where do they find relevant experts? Where do they get their data and figures from? 
What are the implications of specific framing for water conflicts and cooperation? Does the 
current political situation influence the media's reporting?

• Online course : 
• enable scientists to communicate their work in a manner that is easily understood 

and disseminated by the media. (course on communication skills for water 
diplomacy)

• Scientific articles : 
• Research articles
• Opinion pieces (gender and water diplomacy; media as a knowledge-broker)



Capacity  

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1gy08jzV1yhrWRKdlCBVU55O421I8kA5LMBUEma8UvYM/edit#gid=0

A roster of the scientific community, based on their expertise

Workshop on DRR : Confluence of science and media



Narratives 

A photo story exhibition 

A series of podcast : Voices of Brahmaputra







What this project tried to achieve?

• The role of media in building narratives and their sources of data 

• Fostering dialogue between media and the scientific community.

• Inform water scientists on the need to reach out to the public through media

• Responsible reporting by the media based on scientifically authenticated 
information.

• Assess economic opportunities, challenges and research priorities in the basin

Media reporting on conflicts and cooperation: what does it mean for the Brahmaputra Basin? 
(Accepted for publication in IJWRD) : Arundhati, Natasha, Sumit, Anamika and Emanuele 



The process continues 

• Science communication for water
diplomacy in the Brahmaputra Basin –
2020 - 2022

• TransPath: Water Transformation
Pathways Planning– 2022 - 2026Navigation in the BRB

Assess economic opportunities, 
challenges and research priorities in 
the basin.



Thank You!
abarua@iitg.ac.in
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